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WHY? REASONS TO TAKE AP 
CHEMISTRY

Reasons to take AP Chemistry:
• AP Chemistry will challenge you to the limits of your 

academic ability.
• AP Chemistry will teach you to think at higher levels. 

You will be forced to think and apply concepts to new 
situations, and even derive your own theories from 
application. This is excellent preparation for the 
higher levels of thinking required in college.



WHY? REASONS TO TAKE AP 
CHEMISTRY CONT…

• Of course, one of the most obvious benefits to this 
course is that when you take and pass the national 
AP Chemistry Exam given in May, you could receive 
college credit for the course when you enroll at many 
colleges and universities in the United States. This 
will save you both time and money. Please check 
UNC AP Transfer Page: 
https://admissions.unc.edu/credit/credit/test-and-
placement-credit/

https://admissions.unc.edu/credit/credit/test-and-placement-credit/


WHY? REASONS TO TAKE AP 
CHEMISTRY CONT…

• [Some students who have passed the AP Exam elect 
to take first year college chemistry anyway, where 
they find the material an easy review, and achieve 
top grades while others around them are frustrated 
and struggling in a class which is too large and/or the 
instructor is unavailable for help! I especially 
recommend this approach for students considering 
majoring in chemistry or biochemistry.]



WHY? REASONS TO TAKE AP 
CHEMISTRY CONT…

• AP Chemistry looks great on your transcript or on a 
letter of recommendation. The best colleges and 
universities are looking for ways that students have 
distinguished themselves in high school. Being a 
"straight A" student no longer carries the weight it 
once did, and many 4.0 grade average students are 
finding themselves denied entry at the college of 
their choice. One of the first things admissions 
officers ask counselors about a potential candidate 
for their university is “Did this student take the most 
challenging courses available?” Taking AP Chemistry 
is a way of distinguishing yourself in high school.



WHY? REASONS TO TAKE AP 
CHEMISTRY CONT…

• AP Chemistry is an intense course of study where 
students and the teacher really get to know each 
other. It is to the student’s advantage for the teacher 
to know them well when they need a letter of 
recommendation.

• As difficult as AP Chemistry is, you will find that it will 
never be as easy to learn Freshman Chemistry as it is 
now! There are several reasons for this:

• High school classes are generally much smaller than 
college classes.



WHY? REASONS TO TAKE AP 
CHEMISTRY CONT…

• Most college professors don't regard teaching 
Freshman Chemistry as a priority; many concentrate 
on their research, and consider teaching to be an 
interruption and distraction to that end.

• At times Freshman Chemistry is used to "weed out" 
students. Most colleges prefer not to have large class 
sizes in their upper division courses. Therefore the 
grades and difficulty level of the freshman courses 
are adjusted so that only small numbers of very 
outstanding students will be able to move on. This 
can result in a large portion of students in freshman 
chemistry flunking the course!



What makes this course interesting?

• Work in small groups to think analytically about 
problems, identify experimental questions, and 
design experiments to answer those questions

• Engage in hands-on laboratory investigation to learn 
chemical concepts through direct experience and 
observations



What makes this course interesting?

• Learn about the fundamental concepts of chemistry 
such as structure and states of matter, 
intermolecular forces, reactions, and how to use 
chemical calculations to solve problems.

• Develop your ability to think clearly and express your 
ideas with clarity and logic, both orally and in 
writing. Work with classmates to conduct meaningful 
laboratory investigations that let you observe 
chemical reactions and substances, interpret your 
findings, and communicate your results.



Wondering if you are a candidate to 
take AP Chem...

• Do you ask questions for clarity? Do you read the 
book? Do you go to tutoring? Do you pass Honors 
Chemistry exams? Do you watch videos? Do you 
search google for information when stuck? Do you 
like to work with classmates in a team setting? Do 
you wish to pursue a future in science? Did you get 
an A in Honors Chemistry?

• If you answer yes to most of these, you are on your 
way!



On the other hand...

• Do you wait until the last minute to complete 
assignments? Do 90% or better on Honors Chemistry 
exams? Do you turn in projects/lab assignments on 
time? Are you too busy? Do you feel totally lost on 
the problems in Honors Chemistry? Are you taking 
this class only because of a weighted grade?

• If you answer yes to these questions, it sounds like 
you might need to rethink if you can dedicate the 
time/energy to take this course. Please come talk to 
me and we can have a discussion.



Thank you, Mr. Wise

Successful AP Chemistry students are prepared 
to give full effort! You will struggle at times, but 
you will have FUN and be a better student by 
going through the process.
• “Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of 

self-satisfaction in knowing you did your best to 
become the best you are capable of becoming.”

– John R. Wooden
• “All growth depends upon activity. There is no 

development physically or intellectually without 
effort, and effort means work.”

– Calvin Coolidge
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